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Five  Year  Driver  License  Plan 
Will  Keep  Tab  On  Road  Habits 


New  type  drivers'  licenses,  valid 
for  five  years  and  effective  on  the 
driver's  birthday,  will  be  issued  to 
Alberta  vehicle  operators  this  year. 
The  scheme  is  designed  to  keep  a 
closer  long-time  check  on  accident 
prone  drivers,  as  well  as  greatly 
reduce  the  annual  issuing  rush 
period. 


Thousands  of  drivers  whose  birth- 
days fall  between  April  2  and  De- 
cember 31  will  have  "free  driving 
time"  on  their  1956  licenses.  How- 
ever, an  operator  whose  birthday 
falls  between  January  1  and  March 
31  will  have  to  purchase  his  licence 
on  or  before  April  1.  Licenses 
issued  this  year  will  expire  on  the 


Some  48,000  key  punch  cards  an  hour  can  be  sorted  by  this  High- 
ways Department  machine.    Operator  Nick  Sematiuk  watches  closely 
as  Alberta  drivers'  file  cards  are  sorted  alphabetically. 


individual's  birthday  in  1962  or 
1963. 

Electronic  sorting  machines  and 
punch  card  equipment  has  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Highways  Depart- 
ment Edmonton  office.  A  separate 
file  will  be  kept  on  every  licenced 
Alberta  driver.  Convictions,  com- 
plaints and  results  of  tests  will  be 
recorded  in  the  file.  The  electronic 
equipment  will  be  used  to  prepare 
application  forms  for  mailing  to 
drivers  well  in  advance  of  the  1962 
or  1963  expiry  date. 

The  new  system  will  also  re- 
place the  method  of  issuing  sepa- 
rate licenses  for  passenger  car 
operators  and  chauffeurs.  .I^verv 
licence  will  be  printed  on  the  same 
form,  but  will  have  four  different 
classifications.  Class  A  operators' 
licence  will  permit  operation  of  anv 
vehicle  including  buses,  school 
buses  and  taxi  cabs.  A  medical 
certificate  will  be  required  an- 
nually. 

Class  B  licences  will  entitle  the 
holder  to  operate  any  vehicle  ex- 
cept buses,  school  buses  or  taxi 
cabs.  Class  C  covers  operation  of 
farm  trucks,  and  Class  D  will 
authorize  the  holder  to  drive  any 
passenger  car,  commercial  or  public 
service  vehicle  with  a  gross  weight 
of  less  than  6,000  pounds. 

The  new  licenses  will  cost  $5 
instead  of  the  $1  fee  for  the  one- 
vear  licenses.  • 


Edmonton  Tops 
List  for  Loans 

January  loans  authorized  under 
the  Municipal  Capital  Expenditure 
Loans  Act  totalled  $1,118,800.  The 


city  of  Edmonton  led  other  bor- 
rowers with  loan  of  $1,000,000 
slated  for  a  sewer  and  water  pro- 
gram. 

Boyle  received  $146,700  for  a 
sewer  and  water  program;  Beaver- 
lodge,  $10,000  for  paving;  Wetaski- 
win,  $14,500  for  a  sewer  project. 


and  Brooks,  $23,000  for  asphalt 
street,  $5,500  for  sidewalks,  and 
$19,100  for  a  sewer  and  water 
program. 

Rural  electrification  associations 
borrowed  a  total  of  $275,187  from 
the  Rural  Electrification  Revolving 
Fund.  • 


Compressed  Air 
Making  Mining 
Much  Safer 

Over  the  past  two  years,  four  of 
the  largest  mines  in  Alberta  have 
adopted  use  of  safe  compressed  air 
in  place  of  explosives  in  coal  face 
breaking.  A  fifth  is  proceeding^ 
with  installation  of  equipment,  ac- 
cording to  the  Mines  Division  of 
the  provincial  Department  of  Mines 
and  Minerals. 

In  the  new  breaking  operation, 
the  face  is  undercut  and  drilled. 
Compressed  air  is  fed  abmptly  to  a 
steel  tube  in  the  drill  hole  from  the 
remote  compressor  unit.  The  rush 
of  compressed  air  concentrated  at 
the  end  of  the  drill  hole  causes  a 
slow,  piston-like  upheaval,  break- 
ing and  rolling  the  coal  forward. 

No  flame,  smoke,  or  noxious 
gases  result  from  this  method  of 
dislodging.  Not  a  single  accident 
has  been  recorded  through  use  of 
the  new  operation,  which  lends 
itself  to  all  types  of  coal  mining. 

Where  explosives  are  still  used, 
rough  and  ready  "fire  bosses"  of 
days  gone  by,  firing  with  fuse  or 
squib,  have  given  way  to  skilled 
"shot  firers."  These  men  must  be 
responsible  and  hold  certificates 
of  competency  issued  by  the 
Director  of  Mines. 

Coupled  with  safer  methods  de- 
veloped by  the  industry  itself,  the 
tighter  government  regulations  have 
served  to  drastically  reduce  mine 
accidents.  Branch  officials  esti- 
mate that  accident  incidence  in 
Alberta  mines  dropped  by  at  least 
60  percent  from  1945  to  1956.  • 
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Hint  of  Fashions  to  Come  Given 
As  Fur  Prices  Vary  at  Market 


New  Marriage  Certificates 


First  hints  of  possible  coming 
changes  in  miladv's  fur  tastes  are 
generaUv  reflected  at  the  fur  sales 
and  auctions  held  at  several  points 
in  Canada  periodically  during  the 
vear.  Edmonton  is  one  of  seven 
major  centers  in  the  dominion  host- 
ing such  events.    Buvers  from  lead- 


Prices  paid  at  the  recent  Edmon- 
ton sale  were  generally  higher  than 
last  year  although  several  types  of 
ranch  mink  were  down  as  much  as 
50  percent  from  the  previous  two 
years.  The  drop  was  attributed  to 
increased  production  which  crept 
ahead  of  current  consumer  demand. 


Before  the  sales  begin,  buvers   inspect  carefully  sorted  bundles 
of  furs. 


ing  fur  salons  in  London,  Paris, 
Italy,  New  York  Montreal,  Toronto 
and  Winnipeg  attend  most  of  these 
auctions. 

More  than  144,000  pelts  were 
offered  at  such  a  sale  held  in  Ed- 
monton earlv  in  February.  A  return 
of  some  $150,000  was  recorded  as 
result  of  disposal  of  130,000  of  the 
total  offered. 

While  manv  furs  are  disposed  of 
by  direct  sale  by  the  trappers  and 
buvers  of  the  north,  the  auction 
sales  are  closelv  watched  for  more 


Wild  mink  prices  remained  fairly 
constant.  Sale  of  long-haired  furs 
was  up  over  former  vears,  indicat- 
ing a  possible  style  trend. 

Ranch  mink  drew  up  to  $30, 
depending  on  tvpe.  About  40 
percent  of  some  18,000  pelts  of- 
fered were  sold.  Wild  mink  sold 
from  $5  to  $43.  Some  1,200  mar- 
ten skins  brought  from  $5  to  $27. 
Approximately  90  percent  of  30,000 
muskrat  pelts  were  sold  from  44 
cents  to  $1.20.  More  than  80,000 
squirrel  brought  from  10  cents  for 


Bidding  at  all  fur  auctions  is  carried  out  by  secretive  signals  to 
auctioneer,  so  other  bidders  don't  know  who  is  opposing  them. 


immediate  indications  of  price  and 
type  trends. 

Mink  ranchers,  traders,  trappers 
and  country  buvers  consign  lots  of 
fins  to  fur  brokerage  firms  for  sale 
on  a  commission  basis.  Buyers  are 
given  pre-sale  opportunity  to  view 
the  pelts,  thus  helping  assure  top 
market  prices  to  the  producer. 


spoils  to  75  cents.  Twelve  thousand 
ermine  drew  from  30  cents  to  $5.10 
per  pelt.  Beaver  were  sold  from 
$4  to  $22.50.  Lvnx  sales  brought 
$3  to  $12.75. 

When  each  producers'  pelts  reach 
for  uniformity  of  quality,  size  and 
color  in  separate  bundles.  Each 
bundle   is   assigned   an  estimated 


Small  plastic  covered  marriage 
certificates  are  now  available  from 
the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  pro- 
vincial Department  of  Health.  The 
new  certificate  is  of  a  size  to  conj- 
fortably  fit  in  the  average  wallet. 
Mr.  J.  Colville,  deputy  registrar 
general,  is  shown  holding  the  ?ie\\' 
small  sized  certificate  and  one  of 
the  large  sized  marriage  certificates 
which  also  are  still  available  from 
the  bureau.  The  Bureau  of  Vital 
Statistics  is  located  in  the  Alberta 
Jasper  Building,  9815  Jasper  Ave., 
Edmonton. 
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"Get  Away  From  It  All" 

Rent  an  Alberta  Island 

The  modern  Robinson  Crusoe 
cannot  have  his  yearning  for  his 
own  island  fulfilled  here  in  Al- 
berta. There  are  no  islands  for 
sale  and  there  are  very  few  known 
to  be  privately  owned. 

Nonetheless,  Alberta  has  numer- 
ous islands  where  plots  can  be 
leased,  for  periods  up  to  ten  years. 
The  Department  of  Lands  and 
Forests  has  no  hard  and  fast  rule 
in  granting  leases.  Each  application 
is  investigated  and  judged  indi- 
viduallv.  This  practice  assures  that 
no  exclusive  rights  are  granted  to 
one  person,  thus  barring  others 
from  acquiring  desirable  adjoining 
locations. 

While  the  department's  policy  is 
aimed  at  avoiding  exclusiveness, 
there  are  exceptions.  For  instance, 
groups  such  as  Boy  Scouts  may 
lease  the  whole  of  a  small  island 
because  their  training  program  bet- 
ter fits  such  an  environment.  In 
the  sparsely  settled  areas  of  the 
north,  some  remote  island  may  be 
leased  to  an  individual  for  commer- 
cial purposes  such  as  mink  ranch- 
ing. Some  of  the  larger  islands 
scattered  over  the  province  are  even 
leased  for  cattle  grazing. 

Chiefly  because  of  the  problems 
of  transportation,  Albertans  up  to 
this  time  have  shown  not  too  much 
interest  in  establishing  summer 
homes  on  islands.  However,  for 
those  who  seek  a  higher  degree  of 
seculsion  than  their  consorts  on  the 
mainland,  the  door  is  still  open.* 


value  by  the  broker.  Producers 
who  are  unsatisfied  with  this  esti- 
mated market  price  have  the  right 
to  reserve  a  low  bid. 

All  pelts  to  be  offered  for  sale 
are  arranged  according  to  lot  and 
catalogued.  Two  or  three  days 
prior  to  the  sale,  buyers  examine 
the  furs  and  note  the  lot  and  cata- 
logue number  of  those  they  are 
interested  in.  They  are  then  pre- 
pared to  offer  a  price  for  the  furs. 
Auction  bidding  is  conducted  by 
signals.  Tug  of  an  ear  lobe,  a 
stroke  of  the  chin  or  other  actions 
seemingly  unsignificant  to  a  by- 
stander, will  tell  the  auctioneer  the 
buyer  raises  the  bid.  Lots  are  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder  unless  the 
bid  is  lower  than  the  broke's  esti- 
mated price  or  the  producers'  re- 
serve bid.  In  the  event  a  bid  is 
not  accepted,  the  furs  are  placed  in 
cold  storage  to  await  more  favor- 
able market  conditions.  Red  fox, 
for  example,  have  been  kept  for  as 
long  as  six  years. 

In  addition  to  conducting  sales, 
brokerage  firms  are  trade  centre 
for  information  on  market  condi- 
tions, new  breeds  and  types  of 
various  furbearing  animals,  and 
other  information  pertinent  to  the 
fur  industry.  • 
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WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publi- 
cation designed  to  acquaint  the 
people  of  the  Province  with  the 
administration  and  services  of  the 
Alberta  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the 
republishing  of  any  material,  but  a 
credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  ad- 
dress label  on  the  front  of  this  issue. 
No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  in- 
vited to  forward  their  names  and 
addresses  to:  "Within  Our  Borders," 
Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


Alberta  Debt  ALdjustment  Board  Assists 
In  Loan  Problems  of  Many  Albertans 


More  than  50,000  Alberta  citi- 
zens have  satisfactorily  solved  their 
debt  problems  as  a  result  of  advice 
and  counselling  from  the  Alberta 
Debtor's  Assistance  Board.  Since 
its  inception  in  1943,  the  board  has 
amicably  settled  more  than  3,280 
debt  cases  involving  total  debts  of 
$3,155,998.   Settlements  amounted 


to  $1,672,084  or  a  saving  to  debtors 
of  $1,493,914. 

Any  Alberta  citizen  with  a  deiit 
problem  is  entitled  to  approach  the 
board  for  assistance  in  working  out 
his  difficulty.  Offices  are  located 
in  Edmonton,  Calgary  and  Leth- 
bridge.    The  Edmonton  office  last 


FARM  COSTS  ANALYSIS  SHOWS  NEED 
CAREFUL  OPERATING  PROCEDURES 


1951 


1952 


1953 


1954 


5-Year 
1955  Average 


Number  of  Crop  Enterprises   *7  15  (Same  15  crop  Enterprises) 

Cash  or  Non-deferrable  Expenses: 

Crop  Portion  of  Taxes,  Bldgs.  and  Hail,  Insurance,  —  Dollars  — 

Phone  and  Electricity   1.16  1.39  1.55        1.18  1.08  1.27 

Rent  Paid  (on  few  farms  only)   1.08  .70  .50         .37  .45  .62 

Crop  Portion  of  Car,  Truck,  Tractor,  Operating  Expenses  2.76  2.28  2.16       2.14  1.91  2.25 

Other  General  Repairs,  Hardware  and  Twine   1.09  .76  .75         .72  1.11  .88 

Hired  Labor    .95  1.29  .42         .59  .95  .84 

Seed,  Fertilizer  and  Sprays   2.97  2.16  1.96        1.74  1.70  2.11 

Custom  Work  Hired  and  Hlg   .46  .62  .70         .39  .38  .51 

Total  Non-deferrable  Expense  per  Cultivated  Acre   10.47  9.20  8.04       7.13  7.58  8.48 

Non-Cash,  or  Deferrable  Expenses: 

Depreciation  on  Crop,  Bldgs.  and  Equipment   4.87  3.96  3.95       3.90  3.42  4.02 

Interest  on  Crop  Land  Investment  @  5%   1.95  1.83  1.81        1.79  1.76  1.83 

Interest  on  Crop  Bldgs.  and  Equipment  (5)  5%   1.60  1.61  1.58        1.66  1.40  1.57 

Farmer's  Own  and  Family  Labor  to  the  Crop  Enterprise 

(at  hired  rates)  '   3.29  4.16  4.20       3.50  2.83  3.60 

Total  Deferrable  Expense  Per  Cultivated  Acre   11.71  11.56  11.54      10.85  9.41  11.02 

Total  Cost  per  Cultivated  Acre   22.18  20.76  19.58      17.98  16.99  19.50 

Average  Crop  Returns  per  Cultivated  Acre   28.62  28  96  21.37      14.20  20.42  22.71 

Margin  per  Cultivated  Acre  for  Risk  and  Management  ..  6.44  8.20  1.79       3.78  3.43  3.21 

Average  Yearly  Value  of  all  Crop  Produced   8,604  7,616  5,749      3,862  5,367  6,240 

Present  Value  of  Crop  Machinerv  and  Buildings- 
Investment  per  Acre   '   32.02  32.20  31.60      33.20  27.80  31.36 

—  Acres  — 

Cultivated  Acres  (including  rotation  pastures)   301  263  269        272  263  274 

Percent  of  Farm  Cash  Receipts  From  Crops  (%)   60  55  43          38  19  43 

*A11  seven  farms  used  fertilizer  in  1951. 

Crop  costs  per  acre  have  been  calculated  on  total  cultivated  acres  including  grains,  hay,  summerfallow  and  rotation 
pasture.    One  crop  is  such  an  integral  part  of  another  in  the  cropping  pattern  or  rotation  that  this  is  the  most  satisfactory 

method  of  calculation  with  the  information  available  from  the  Mixed  Farm  Study  at  the  present  time.    A  very  detailed 

amount  of  information  is  required  to  cost  each  type  of  crop  separately.  This  is  at  present  being  attempted  by  this  division 
in  connection  with  canning  crops  in  the  Taber  area. 


In  contrast  to  the  figures  in 
last  issue  of  Within  Om-  Borders 
dealing  with  livestock  production 
and  income,  it  is  interesting  to 
compare  the  figures  on  mixed  farm 
costs  as  prepared  by  the  Alberta 
Department's  of  Agriculture  Farm 
Cost  Studies  Division.  The  data 
was  collected  from  a  study  of  50 
farms  in  the  Leduc-Wetaskiwin 
area. 

Farmers  generally  are  reported 
to  be  caught  in  a  price  "squeeze" 
brought  about  by  several  factors. 
These  might  include  necessity  of 
selling  grain  far  below  established 
prices  due  to  inability  to  deliver 
grain;  the  mounting  scarcity  of 
farm  help;  the  jumping  prices  of 
farming  equipment  caused  in  part 
by  technical  improvements  in 
that  equipment;  and  manv  other 
reasons. 

Another  consideration  causing 
some  thought  by  farm  families  is 
the  fact  that  family  farms  are  being 


compelled  to  increase  in  size  to 
hold  their  own.  This  is  occurring 
at  a  time  of  high  prices  for  land, 
equipment,  labor  and  building 
materials. 

Net  incomes  for  the  half  section 
farms  have  fallen,  in  the  test  area, 
from  $3,400  to  $1,900  in  the  past 
five  years.  Lowest  net  income  for 
this  group  was  in  1954  when  it 
dropped  to  $500.  Average  for  the 
five  years  is  about  $2,200.  Indi- 


vidual incomes  ranged  from  $10,- 
000  to  minus  $1,000. 

Net  income  generalh-  rose  if  a 
farm  could  be  above  average  in 
the  main  factors  of  production  such 
as  grain  yield  and  livestock  gain 
over  feed  without  using  too  much 
labor  or  investment  capital. 

The  following  table  shows  the 
minimum  size  of  an  enterprise  de- 
pending if  it  is  a  major  or  minor 
line  of  production  on  a  farm. 


Major  Enterprise  Minor  Enterprise 
Item                           (Minimum  size         (Minimum  size 
for  efficiency)  for  efficiencv) 

Farm  Acreage   200  tillable  acres  150  tillable  acres 

(grain  main  enterprise)  plus  pasture  plus  pasture 

Dairy  Herd   25  cows  14  cows 

Feeder  Steers   60  30 

Hogs  (2  litters)  9  sows  (110  hogs  4  sows  50  hogs  to 

to  market)  market) 

Poultry   800  hens  300  hens 
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collect  montliK-  paMiicnts  Irom  tlic 
debtor  and  disburse  moncxs  on  a 
pro-rata  basis.  Creditors  agree  not 
to  take  legal  action  as  long  as  pa\ - 
ments  are  kept  up. 

In  foreclosure  proceedings  where 
the  debtor  seeks  assistance,  the 
board  will  attempt  to  negotiate  for 
an  extension  of  time  for  pa\  inent. 
Should  negotiations  fail  and  the 
matter  go  before  the  courts,  thi' 
board  often  prepares  a  defence  if 
a  debtor  is  unable  to  engage  legal 
assistance.  If  the  court  grants  an 
extension  the  board  will  keep  a 
close  check  on  the  debtor  and  urge 
him  to  make  pavments  on  time  to 
stave  off  continuation  of  foreclosure 
proceedings. 

Man\'  of  the  calls  received  an- 
nuall\-  bv  the  board  requh-e-onfv-;r- 
svmpathetic  ear  and  common  sense 
counselling.  Onh'  a  small  percent- 
age of  cases  handled  go  to  coin-t. 
The  board  works  in  close  co-opera- 
tion with  various  welfare  agencies 
who  direct  citizens  to  them.  Per- 
sons applving  for  aid  range  in  age 
from  18  to  70.  • 


Another  seed  clcanmg  plant  was 
recently  opened  at  Balzac.  These 
plants  are  growmg  in  number  as 
farmers  increasingly  appreciate  the 
value  of  clean  seed  in  their  opera- 
tions. • 
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Rock  and  Wire  Barriers 


Water   Control   System    Averts   Run-off   Flood  Perils 


The  pattern  of  early  settlement 
in  Alberta  was  influenced  by  the 
need  of  adequate  and  convenient 
supply  of  water  both  for  domestic 
use  and  as  a  means  of  transporta- 
tion. Consequently,  many  centres 
were  established  along  the  banks  of 
streams  and  rivers.  Few  reckoned 
that  advantages  of  a  ready  source 
of  water  may  in  time  be  outweighed 
by  disadvantages  of  spring  floods. 

Due  to  peculiarities  of  the 
eastern  Rocky  Mountain  watershed, 
prairie  waterways  are  subject  to 
more  intense  floods  than  their 
counterparts  in  eastern  Canada  or 
British  Columbia.  Experts  calcu- 
late that  their  median  flood  volume, 
(that  which  may  be  expected  on  an 
average  of  every  two  years)  may 
increase  by  as  much  as  10  or  20 
times  when  hit  by  an  extreme  flood 
which  occur  once  in  every  100 
years.  Other  rises  which  may  be 
expected  in  shorter  frequency  pat- 
terns are  similarly  proportionate. 
Most  rivers  and  streams  in  other 


A  considerably  larger  problem 
with  a  different  engineering  solu- 
tion exists  at  Sundre.  This  town 
of  800  inhabitants  is  situated  on 
the  loose  gravel  plains  of  the  Red 
Deer  River  Because  of  unstable 
soil  conditions,  meandering  Bear- 
berry  Creek  flowing  through  the 
heart  of  town  cuts  new  channels 
at  random.  During  spring  runoff 
it  is  impossible  to  determine  where 
its  course  may  go  next  and  residents 
have  had  the  unique  experience  of 
seeing  the  main  volume  of  water 
rushing  right  down  their  main 
street. 

Bearberry  Creek  drains  a  100 
square  mile  area  and  in  peak 
periods  may  handle  several  thou- 
sand cubic  feet  per  second.  Over- 
topping of  the  creek  banks  occurs 
at  only  1,000  cubic  feet  per  second. 
Conditions  are  further  aggravated 
here  by  rapid  drop  in  the  creek's 
6,000  foot  course  through  town. 
Dropping  40  feet  over  a  distance 
of  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  the 


Water  Channel  Is  Straightened  and  Widened. 


parts  of  the  country  are  subject  to 
perhaps  only  double  or  triple  their 
median  flood  volume. 

Latest  of  two  flood  control  pro- 
jects of  the  Water  Resources 
Branch,  Alberta  Department  of 
Agriculture,  are  at  Carbon,  near 
Drumheller,  and  Sundre,  southwest 
of  Red  Deer. 

At  Carbon,  Kneehills  Creek 
flows  for  almost  a  mile  through  that 
village  of  378  persons.  Periodically 
the  creek  goes  on  a  rampage  as  it 
handles  drainage  water  from  900 
square  miles. 

In  a  $3,000  project  undertaken 
jointly  by  the  village  and  Water 
Resources  Branch,  the  creek  bed 
was  cleaned  out  along  its  course 
through  the  village  and  was 
widened  in  spots.  Excavated  ma- 
terial was  piled  along  the  banks 
to  form  a  dike.  Work  was  com- 
pleted late  last  fall  and  engineers 
now  are  hopeful  that  the  waterway 
will  be  able  to  handle  the  annual 
peak  flow  or  that  the  extent  of 
flooding  will  be  far  more  limited 
at  least. 


water  gains  destructive  speed  and 
the  heavy  bed-load  of  base  material 
carried  in  the  flow  is  deposited  at 
random  over  the  flood  area. 

Remedial  action  aimed  at  easing 
the  situation  constituted  a  $15,000 
project.  Six  caterpillar-scraper  out- 
fits put  in  660  machine  hours  to 
widen  and  straighten  out  the  tor- 
tuous course  of  Bearberry  Creek 
in  its  flow  through  Sundre.  To 
protect  the  newly  constructed  chan- 
nel, particularly  at  curves  and 
bridges,  engineers  designed  a  net- 
work of  "spurs."  Built  at  point 
of  installation,  these  spurs  consist 
of  heavy  wire  mesh  filled  with 
small  rocks.  They  are  assembled 
in  any  desired  height  or  length  and 
jut  out  laterally  from  the  outside 
edges  of  the  bed  and  provide 
stability  to  control  bank  erosion. 
Such  spurs  were  placed  every  200 
feet  for  half  of  the  stream's  course 
through  town  and  every  300  feet 
for  the  remainder. 

The  reconstructed  channel  is  uni- 
formly straight  and  150  feet  wide 
throughout.  • 


Prospecting  Classes  Attract 
Veterans,  Tyros  to  Ore  Study 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  E.  McGowan 
of  Edmonton,  have  developed  an 
intriguing  sideline  in  mineral 
sleuthing.  This  team  of  grand- 
parents is  among  the  60  men  and 
four  women  registered  at  the  third 
annual  prospector's  short  course 
now  in  progress  at  the  University 
of  Alberta.  Mr.  McGowan,  who  is 
a  field  supervisor  with  an  elec- 
tronics firm  is  shown  above  with 
Mrs.  McGowan  checking  a  sample 
rock  during  lab  class  following  a 
lecture  at  one  of  the  evening  ses- 
sions. The  short  course  is  con- 
ducted by  the  University  of  Alberta 
Department  of  Extension,  co- 
sponsored  by  the  Northwest  Cham- 
ber of  Mines  and  Minerals  and  the 
Canadian  Institute  of  Mining  and 
Metallurgy.  Majority  of  those  tak- 


ing the  course  are  amateurs  but 
some  seasoned  prospectors  are  tak- 
ing it  as  a  "refresher."  The  Mc- 
Gowans,  although  they  are  ama- 
teurs, have  laid  plans  for  a 
three-month  field  trip  next  sum- 
mer to  the  North  West  Territories. 
In  preparation,  they  have  already 
bought  a  four-wheel-drive  jeep. 
Albertans  are  showing  mounting 
interest  in  the  field  of  mineralogy— 
in  1946  only  nine  claims  were  filed 
in  the  province,  while  the  1956 
figure  was  145.  Iron  ore,  marl 
(unconsolidated  limestone  used 
chiefly  as  a  base  for  insecticides 
and  cement  making)  and  bentonite 
(vital  ingredient  in  the  manufacture 
of  drilling  mud)  are  key  minerals 
sought  in  Alberta  deposits.  • 


Coming  Events 

During  the  coming  year,  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within 
Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  Coming  Events  column  all 
those  of  which  it  is  made  aware.  Information  should  be  forwarded 
to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton, 
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Feb.  22-24 
Feb.  22-24 
Feb.  25-28 
Mar.    5-  8 
Mar.    7-  8 
Mar.  14-16 
Mar.  16 
Mar.  18  22 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  22-24 
Mar.  25-26 
Mar.  25-30 
Mar.  27 
Mar.  28-29 
Mar.  28-30 


Inter  provincial  High  School  Ski  Meet  Winter  Carnival 

Winter  Carnival   

Palm  Dairies  Ltd.  Convention 

Seed  Fair  Short  Course 

B.  F.  Goodrich  Canada  Ltd. 

Optimist  Golden  Gloves  Boxing  Championships  

Alberta  Association  Real  Estate  Boards  Convention  

Spring  Cattle  Show  and  Sale 

Chamber  of  Commerce  Agriculture  Course  

Canadian  Girl  Guides  A.'isoc,  Alberta  Division  

Canadian  Mental  Health  Assoc., 

Spring  Cattle  Show  

Swine  Show  and  Sale 

Association  of  Operator  Millers  Convention  

Professional  Engineers  of  Alberta  Convention  _  


